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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes on
either side.

f

HUMPTY DUMPTY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it is time
for a nursery rhyme for the kids in the
White House:

‘‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall.
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.’’

Mr. Speaker, back when this nursery
rhyme was written, when kings were
sovereign and people were subjects, it
was a revolutionary concept to say
that we the people are sovereign and
that government officials are subject
to the rule of law like all other citi-
zens.

In America, the President is not a
king. In America, no man has more
rights because he has more money,
more property or higher position. All
are equal before the law. All are sub-
ject to the law. And when a man vio-
lates the law, he must answer to the
law and not opinion polls.

‘‘And all the king’s horses and all the
king’s men couldn’t put Humpty
Dumpty together again.’’

Today all the king’s men are still
trying to put Humpty back together in
one piece, but falling and breaking the
law has consequences in America even
for a man who thinks he is above the
law.

f

ON GAY STUDENT MURDER

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
compelled to speak out about the mur-
der of 21-year-old Matthew Shepard.
This college freshman was kidnapped,
robbed, savagely beaten and then tied
to a fence in near-freezing tempera-
tures, left to die. And why? Because of
his sexual orientation.

Unfortunately, Matthew is not alone.
FBI statistics reveal that sexual ori-
entation played a role in over 1,000
hate crimes recorded in 1996. This be-
havior cannot be tolerated. Legislation
must be passed to increase the penalty
for crimes committed because of sexual
orientation.

Today, I join my voice with thou-
sands of Americans who are outraged
and who are calling for their elected
leadership to do just that, just lead. As
a cosponsor of the Hate Crimes Preven-
tion Act of 1998, I know that we have
legislation that addresses this issue.
We have a responsibility to pass this
legislation. How can we do anything
less?

Pass the bill and pass the bill now.

EDUCATION POP QUIZ

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, it is time for a pop quiz.
Parents, teachers and local educators,
get out your number two pencils.

Question number one: Who do you
trust more when it comes to educating
your kids?

A. Yourselves.
B. Washington bureaucrats.
Question number two: Who should de-

cide whether your school district needs
more teachers, more books, more com-
puters or more funds for school con-
struction?

A. Yourselves.
B. Washington bureaucrats.
Question number three: Who has a

better understanding of the individual
needs of each student in your school?

A. Yourselves.
B. Washington bureaucrats.
Okay. Time is up. Put down your

pencils.
Mr. Speaker, parents, teachers and

local educators, if you answered
‘‘Washington bureaucrats’’ to any of
these questions, then the new $1 billion
Republican education plan for your
classrooms is not for you.

f

EDUCATION FUNDING FROM
DEMOCRATIC PERSPECTIVE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened to my Republican colleague who
just spoke and I have to say that he es-
sentially is not indicating what has
happened here in the last 2 years with
the Republican effort to slash funding
for public education, with the sugges-
tion that we abolish the Department of
Education and with the opposition to
the two Democratic initiatives that we
insist be included in this budget before
we go home. That is, 100,000 new teach-
ers across the country and money to
modernize and upgrade our schools.

Democrats and President Clinton
want the local school boards to make
the decisions about who to hire and
how to fix their buildings and how to
go out to bond, but we also know that
those school districts do not have the
money, they do not have the local
property taxes to pay for those new ini-
tiatives. They cannot hire extra teach-
ers, they cannot renovate the school
buildings because they do not have the
dollars.

Democrats are pushing this Repub-
lican leadership kicking and screaming
to the point over the next few days
where hopefully we will have the fund-
ing available for those local school dis-
tricts. Those local school districts will
decide how the money is spent, but
right now they do not have the money
because this Republican leadership
wants to slash education funding.

EDUCATION FUNDING FROM
REPUBLICAN PERSPECTIVE

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, every
year Republicans have been in charge
we have increased spending on public
schools. The gentleman knows this.
But yet he says something differently.

The strength of America’s future de-
pends upon the education of our chil-
dren, not the Washington bureaucracy.
Republicans have offered an education
plan that would send $1.1 billion to our
local school districts. This Republican
education plan would empower our
local communities to hire new teachers
if they see fit, to reduce class sizes, to
train special education teachers, to
test teacher competency, purchase
more books and supplies and allow for
school repairs.

Mr. Speaker, every Member of this
body on both sides of the aisle should
agree with the intent of this plan. The
main difference boils down to this: How
should we deliver the money. The beau-
ty of the Republican plan is local con-
trol. This means 100 percent of this
money will go directly to the class-
rooms, I repeat, directly to the class-
rooms, not to the fat-cat Federal bu-
reaucrats or hollow Federal programs.

Republicans believe education is best
accomplished on a local level and deci-
sions should be made on the local level.
f

PINK SLIPS TO AMERICAN WORK-
ERS WHILE WASHINGTON BAILS
OUT ASIA AND BRAZIL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Mer-
rill Lynch just cut 3,000 jobs.
Ameritech cut 5,000 jobs. Raytheon cut
14,000 jobs. Motorola cut 15,000 jobs.
AT&T cut 20,000 jobs. Boeing cut 30,000
jobs. Jobs lost. Jobs lost. And Japan,
Russia, Brazil and Korea are destroy-
ing our steel industry and getting away
with it. Illegal trade, getting away
with it.

Unbelievable, ladies and gentlemen.
While Washington is bailing out Asia
and Brazil, American workers are get-
ting the pink slips because of in fact il-
legal trade from people we are giving
loans to.

Beam me up. We were not elected to
the United Nations. We were elected to
the Congress of the United States and
Congress should take care of America
first, before there is not a job left here.

I yield back the balance of any jobs
left in this country.
f

REPUBLICANS WANT MORE
SPECIAL ED TEACHERS

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, we have

heard here again this morning that
this Congress and the Congress before
it has not appropriated money for edu-
cation when in fact we have appro-
priated more money every year than
the year before. So much of the debate
about education in the Congress is
about who controls the money and
about whether the Federal Government
is going to keep its word to local
school districts.

Any time I am in the Seventh Dis-
trict in Missouri and ask an educator
what is their biggest problem with the
Federal Government, they always say,
‘‘Special education mandates.’’ When
we mandated special education, we said
we would provide 40 percent of the
money. At the beginning of the 104th
Congress, we were providing 6 percent.
Now we are providing 12 percent.

Part of the debate about teachers is
whether some of those teachers could
be special education teachers and help
us get to what we have promised local
districts we could do. But, no, that is
not good enough. We have to tell local
districts exactly what classes those
teachers should be in and special edu-
cation would not be one of them unless
we prevail in this debate about edu-
cation.

f

ROLE OF EDUCATION IN ONGOING
BUDGET BATTLE

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, public edu-
cation is a local responsibility but a
national concern. We have provided
more police on the street to make our
neighborhoods safe. Now, let us go the
next step and spend it smarter by pro-
viding 100,000 new teachers to make our
country stronger and hopefully not
have to provide more police on the
street. Let us help local public schools
and parents have smaller classes to
teach and mentor those children so we
do not need those 100,000 new police of-
ficers in the next generation.

My Republican friends oppose the
new 100,000 teachers and the smaller
class sizes. In fact one of their Mem-
bers was quoted a few months ago as
saying that public education is a relic
of communism. Well, my district does
not share that. More than 90 percent of
my children go to public schools.

My Republican friends brought a bill
to the floor, the Labor-HHS appropria-
tions bill about 2 weeks ago that would
cut first Goals 2000, which is a block
grant, 51 percent; cut School-to-Work
40 percent; cut American Reads Chal-
lenge 100 percent; cut summer youth
jobs 100 percent.

Where are the priorities they have
for education?

WORD TO LIBERALS: GO HOME
AND DO SOME REAL WORK

(Mr. THUNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I have a
suggestion to all my friends on the
other side of the aisle who think that
we are not spending enough time here
in Washington. Do what some of the
rest of us do. Go home and do some real
work. Find out what is going on in
your local communities and your
schools. Go home and work on a Habi-
tat for Humanity house or something
like that.

I know our liberal friends think it is
important that we spend more time in
Washington. We do not define good
government by how much time we
spend here creating new bureaucracies,
hiring new bureaucrats, raising taxes,
or how many bills we pass. We define
good government by how much power
we give back to communities and to
people in this country, hardworking
Americans. We are doing what we can
to free up Americans to make a dif-
ference in their communities. That is
where the real work is getting done. I
invite my liberal colleagues to go home
and check it out.

f

DEMOCRATS KEEP REPUBLICANS
IN TOWN TO FUND EDUCATION

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Day 111 of this Con-
gress. This Congress has worked 111
days this year. The average American
has worked 202 days so far this year.
The Republican majority is being held
against its will in Washington, D.C.
They wanted to adjourn last Saturday
after 108 days of work. Because so far
as they were concerned, their job was
done. They had served the special in-
terests. They had killed insurance in-
dustry HMO reform, they had killed for
the tobacco industry cessation of teen-
age smoking, and they had served Wall
Street very well.

When they wanted to adjourn last
Saturday, there were zero dollars for
the after-school programs, zero dollars
for the school-to-work program, zero
dollars for new teachers. Today be-
cause the President and the Democrat
minority kept them in town to work
just a few more days, they might even
put in 115 days this year, those pro-
grams are funded and now they want to
say, ‘‘Well, it is really about how we
want to spend the money, that billion
dollars on the new teachers. It is about
local control.’’ That is not the point.
They did not want to spend a penny on
these new education programs. It is
very clear. You wanted to adjourn
without one cent additional for edu-
cation.

REPUBLICANS DEMAND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY FOR EDUCATION DOL-
LARS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, the
President, as the gentleman said,
wants 100,000 new teachers. I am op-
posed to giving the Federal Govern-
ment any more power over local
schools. But I am willing to com-
promise. So I would like to say some-
thing that might surprise my Demo-
crat colleagues. I am willing to accept
the President’s proposal to hire 100,000
new teachers but the President must
then agree to test them for competence
and he must also agree to discharge
them for incompetence.

Uh-oh, I am just guessing, but sud-
denly the President may not be so en-
thusiastic about his idea for 100,000 new
teachers. The special interests who
currently protect incompetent teachers
at all costs would go ballistic and find
a way to block the proposal. Suddenly
the talk about education and the chil-
dren would end because a proposal with
more Federal dollars that demanded
accountability for those dollars would
be automatically unacceptable.

So how many on the other side would
be willing to take up my proposal?
f

b 1015

EDUCATION IS TOO IMPORTANT TO
LEAVE THE FEDERAL GOVERN-
MENT OUT OF IT

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, we hear a
lot of talk these days about the edu-
cation proposals that the Democrats
are fighting for, and those on the other
side of the aisle say it is a matter of
federal control versus local control.
Democrats, they say, want federal con-
trol. They made the same arguments
when we tried to get 100,000 police on
the streets of this country, and that is
local control. It may be federal money,
but it is local control, and that is what
Democrats are arguing for now.

Education is simply too important in
this country to leave it to someone
else. We all have to participate. We all
have to participate in fighting crime,
and that is what we did when we asked
for 100,000 new police on the streets,
and we got them in every district
around this country. Now what we are
saying is education is too important to
leave the federal government out of it.
The public servants who work for this
government, for the state government
and the local governments have to join
together.

Mr. Speaker, we need support for
100,000 new teachers in this country.
That is what we are fighting for as
Democrats right now, and we are not
going home until we have that as part
of this agenda. There has been plenty
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